The methods available for assessing gastric function are crude by comparison with the refined techniques which have been developed for studying renal or cardiopulmonary function in man. One reason for this is that both the secretory and motor functions of the stomach are extremely complex. It is much easier to measure the flow of blood through large arteries than it is to record the ' receptive relaxation' of the stomach as food enters it, or the subtle mechanism of gastric emptying. The gastric glands contain at least three different kinds of cell, the parietal cell, chief cells and the mucous cells of the neck. These are inextricably intermingled and discharge their secretions directly into the lumen of the stomach where they mix with the surface mucus, saliva, food and regurgitated intestinal secretions. Another
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